JOHNSON AT CAMUUIDCIS.
c? 487.)
The following  is tlic full extract of Dr. Sharp's Icllcr giving fin ficcouiu of Johnson's visil to Cambridge in 1765 :—
'Cnmb. Mar. i, 1765.
' AK to Johnson, you will be surprised to hear thai 1 have had him in llic chair in which I am now writing, lie has ascended my aerial citadel. He came down on a Saturday evening, with a Mr. Beauclcrk, who lias a friend nl Triniiy. Caliban, you may be sure, was not roused from his lair before nest <l;iy noon, fiiul his brc.'ileftst probably kepi him (ill night. J saw nothing of him, nor was he heard of by any one, till Monday afternoon, when I W.'IH sent AH home to two gentlemen unknown. In conversation I made a slran^c ./(f//.r///i* about Hurnaby Greene's poem, in which Johnson ist drawn tit full length1, lie drank his large potations of tea with me, interrupted by many an indignant contradiction, and many a noble sentiment, lie had on a heller- win than usual, lint, one whose curls were not, like Sir UmuleslyV, Conned for 'eternal buckle V Our conversation was rhielly on books, you may be sure. lie was much pleased with a small MHltw of mint.-, published in die niitlior's lifetime, and witli die Crock epigram on 1m own cfligy, of its being; the picture, not of him, but of a bad painter4. There arc many manuscript stanzas, for might I know, in Milton's own handwriting and several interlined hints and frag me ills. We were pmxlcd about one of the sonnets, which we thought was not to lie found in Newton's edition-1, and differed from all the primed ones. Hut Johnson cried, "No, not" repeated the whole sonnet Instantly, wcmaritcr, and shewed it ns m Newion's book. After which he learnedly harangued on sonnet-writing, and its different numbers. He tells me he will conic hither ngnin quickly, mid is promised "on habitation m Enmmic) College*." Ho
1 lUmmhy Greene luul jnwl published The /.ain-tat, n i'ofm, In which JoliiiKoa la fllmsed. It Is In llic l-'elmmry Hal of booktt In tlic (t'ent. iMaff. for lyC^.
a Sir Clomlcflly .Shovel's monumcnl la tluia mcnilonctl by AtUHsoii in The Spectator, No. 36 ;—'II linn very often given mo grcftl offence; iiiBlcnd of tlie brave rough Kiigllfllt Adinhnl, which wns the cljnjnclcr of llmt plnin mnn, lie is rcprcacillctl on his tom!> l^y the figure of n })cnn, dressed in (i IOIIR periwig, nnd reposing himself upon velvet ciisliloiifl under ft cntiopy of slate.'
3  ' Thrtl live-long wig, which Gorgon's
self inlfjht own,
Eternal buckle inkes in Pnrinn elono.' Pope's A/owl Essays, ill. 395.
4  Milton's Epigram ia in hta fylvantm Liber, nnd ia entitled In Effigiti cjus Seal ff ore m.
s Jolniaon's ncqimintnncc, Bishop Newton (post, June 3, 171*4), rmhllahcd nn cililion at Milton.
fi It wna no cloulit l>y llic Mnater of Kmnmicl College, his frlcnd^Dr. l-'armer (ante, p. Jfifi), llml Johnson wns promised
wente rmi of the ctunpnny lit^inwc-d lavish i-iMniniiuniH <>tt Jnlmnon ; mit>, in paiiii ular, prnincd his huparuidity ; nhsi-ivitiM, that he de.ili out rt.-;i»(in and clmjuciuc with an equal hand to bnlh |iartii-s. "That is not ([in'tn liue/'iiiiiil Jnlmsmi ; "I Bjivcd appcaraiH'cs tolcmlily wc:lt, hut 1 tunk rare that llieWniti lutiiH should n«H liavu tlic hchl uf il."' Murpiiy'H Life
